CONF 601
THEORI ES OF CONFLI CT AND CONFLI CT RESOLUTI ON

Senester: Spring 1996
Class Tine: Mnday 4:30-7:10 pm
Instructor: Dr. Richard Rubenstein

COURSE DESCRI PTI ON

Wl come to the course! In this class we wll investigate a wde
range of theoretical frameworks for interpreting conflict. The
pur poses of this study are:

- to present and critique theories that students may find useful in
anal yzi ng various types of social conflict;

- to evaluate the usefulness of the theories studied by applying
themto specific conflict situations;

- to assist students to beconme better critics of conflict theory and
nore acute conflict anal ysts; and

- to help them to develop their own abilities to construct useful
theories of conflict and conflict resol ution.

The course is taught by Richard Rubenstein, whose office is Room 304
at 4103 Chain Bridge Road. He can be reached at 993-1307 and is
avail able to students on M 2:00-4:00, and after class.

COURSE REQUI REMENTS

Grades in this course will be based on two exercises: a take-hone
m dterm exam nation (40% of grade) and a final exam nation or term
paper (60% . There will also be two ungraded do-it-yourself theory
exercises (in class). Students have the option to submt a term
paper in lieu of sitting for the final exam but the topic and
bi bl i ography for the final paper nust be approved by the instructor
on or before the date stated bel ow
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In order to receive a passing grade in this course, it is necessary
to attend cl asses prepared to discuss the week's reading. Late exans
or papers will be graded down one full grade for each day or part of
a day that the paper is late, unless the student furnishes witten
docunentation of the nedical or famly enmergency which nmade tinely
conpletion of the work inpossible. Please note that it is |ICAR
policy to refuse to grant grades of Inconplete for reasons other than
docunented nedi cal or famly energencies.

REQUI RED READI NGS

Rubenstein, Dukes, Botes, and Stephens, Franeworks for |Interpreting
Conflict (1994), at GW Bookstore

John Burton, ed., Conflict: Human Needs Theory (1990), at GW
Bookstore

| CAR, Readings in Conflict Theory, distributed in class

| CAR, Materials on Algeria, in | CAR Student Resources Room

COURSE SYLLABUS

VEEK 1 Introduction to the course. What is doing theory? Wy do
it?
READ: Rubenstein, et al., Frameworks for Interpreting

Conflict, Chs. 1 and 2; ICAR Readings in Conflict
Theory: A, Koestler, "The Act of Creation.”

VEEK 2 The probl em (or non-probl en?) of human aggression.

READ: Readings in Conflict Theory: S. Freud, "The Ego and
the Id"; H Marcuse, "Eros and Gvilization."

VEEK 3 Frustration, relative deprivation, and revolt.

READ: Frameworks, first part of Ch. 4. Readings in
Conflict Theory: Ted R Gurr, "Wiy Men Rebel . "

WEEK 4 Basi ¢ hunan needs and conflict resol ution.
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READ: Framewor ks, conplete Ch. 4. Conflict: Hunan Needs,
Introduction and chapters by dark, Galtung, Roy,
Rubenstein, and Sites.

VEEK 5 Do-it-yourself theory exercise (first half of «class).
Political realismand conflicts of interest.
READ: Frameworks, first part of Ch. 3. Readings in
Conflict Theory: Dougherty and Pfaltzgraff, "Power
and Realist Theory." Reconmended: Richard E.
Rubenstein, 1CAR Wrking Paper, "Political Power
and Conflict Resolution."”
VEEK 6 Mar xi st theory and class conflict.
READ: Franewor ks, Ch. 5. Readings in Conflict Theory:
CW Mlls, "The Marxists." Recommended (see
instructor for copy): David MlLellan, "Karl Marx."
VEEK 7 Moder ni zati on theory and social transformation.
READ: Framewor ks, conplete Ch. 3. Ch. 3. Readi ngs in
Conflict Theory: CE Black, "The Dynamcs of
Moder ni zati on. " Reconmended: Barri ngton Moor e,
Social Oigins of Dictatorship and Denocracy.
VEEK 8 Critical theory and postnoderni sm
READ: Readings in Conflict Theory Willace and WlIf,
"Critical Theory: The Frankfurt School and Jurgen
Habermas"; M Foucault, "D scipline and Punish."
Recommended: Martin Jay, The D al ecti cal
| magi nati on.
M DTERM EXAMS DI STRI BUTED AT END OF THI S CLASS.
VEEK 9 M DTERM EXAMS RETURNED AT BEGQ NNI NG OF THI S CLASS.
Guest lecture; no assigned reading.
VWEEK 10 Ethnicity and conflict.
READ: Readings in Conflict Theory: A D Smth, "The
Ethnic Origins of Nations"; Sanmuel Huntington, "The
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Clash of Gvilizations"; Rubenstein and Crocker,
"Chal l enging Huntington." Reconmended: Donal d
Horowitz, Ethnic Goups in Conflict.

WEEK 11 Gender and conflict.

READ: Readings in Conflict Theory: R ane Eisler, "The
Chalice and the Blade"; Nancy Fraser, "Struggle
Over Needs." Recomended: Susan Fal udi, Backl ash

WEEK 12 Race and conflict.

READ: Readings in Conflict Theory: Feagin and Hahn,
"Ghetto Revolts.™ Reconmended: Wnthrop Jordan,
VWhite Over Bl ack.

VEEK 13 Rel i gion and conflict.

READ: Conflict: Basic Human Needs, chapter by Gscar

Nudl er. Readings in Conflict Theory: O Nudler,
"On the Western Modes of World Order.” Mark Gopin,
| CAR  Working Paper, "Rel i gi on and Conflict
Resol ution." Reconmended: Ri chard Rubenstein,

"Religious Conflict and Human Needs."

VEEEK 14 Final do-it-yourself theory exercise. Revi ew of theories
and di scussion of state of the field.

WEEK 15 Pl ease check examnation schedule for date of final
exam nati on. TERM PAPERS MJUST BE SUBM TTED ON OR BEFORE
THI S DATE.
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